
Senate Committees

The basic work of the Senate is done in its committees. Each law passed

by the Sejm is submitted first to the Senate committees. The committees

also analyse draft laws whose authors were senators.

The following Senate committees were established in the Seventh

Term Senate:

1. Budget and Public Finance Committee

2. National Economy Committee

3. Culture and Media Committee

4. Science, Education and Sports Committee

5. National Defence Committee

6. Human Rights, the Rule of Law and Petitions Committe

7. Rules, Ethics and Senatorial Affairs Committee

8. Family and Social Policy Committee

9. Agriculture and Rural Development Committee

10. Local Government and State Administration Committee

11. Emigration Affairs and Contacts with Poles Abroad Committee

12. European Union Affairs Committee

13. Foreign Affairs Committee

14. Environment Committee

15. Legislation Committee

16. Health Committee

To consider specific problems sub-committees may also be established.

As an example, the Sub-Committee for Regional Economy was estab-

lished in the Third Term Senate.

The Senate may establish special committees: In the First Term Sena-

te there was the Special Committee for Economic Legislation, which

operated for 6 months (between December 1989 and April 1990). At the

very end of December 1990, due to an extremely difficult situation in

the Polish mining sector, the Special Committee for the Mining Indu-

stry was established. In the Second Term Senate there was a special

Committee whose task was to analyse a report describing the elections

to the Senate prepared by the State Election Committee. Between April

and October 1992 a special Committee functioned whose task was to

analyse the law on the ratification of the European Treaty establishing

the association between the European Community Organisations (and

their Member States) and the Republic of Poland. In January 1993 the

Committee was replaced with the Special Committee for European In-

tegration. In the Third Term Senate the Special Committee for Legisla-

tive Initiatives met three times to change regulations concerning Polish

citizenship. In the Fourth Term Senate the European Legislation Spe-

cial Committee was established.

Each senator is obliged to sit on a committee – the only exception are

members of the Presidium of the Senate. However, the majority of sena-

tors sit on two committees. For each day of unjustified absence at

a Committee’s session, one-thirtieth of a senator’s remuneration and

parliamentary allowance is withheld.
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A Committee’s chairperson is responsible for the arrangement of the committee’s work and its overall

activity. At the request of a given standing committee, the Rules, Ethics and Senatorial Affairs Com-

mittee declares candidates for the position of chairperson of these Committees. The chairperson of

standing Committees is elected and dismissed by the Senate. The deputy chairperson is appointed by

members of a given Committee.

Usually Senate committees count between a few and a dozen or so members. The largest committe-

es in the Sixth Term Senate (November 2007) were the Emigration Affairs and Contacts with Poles

Abroad Committee (27 members) and National Economy Committee (23 members). The Legislation

Committee and the Human Rights and the Rule of Law Committee were the smallest (5 members).

At times the committees work together. In this case, one of the chairmen of the two committees presi-

des over the work of the joint committees. For example the following committees have worked toget-

her: the Human Rights and the Rule of Law Committee, the Social Policy and Health Committee and

the Motions and Legislation Committee met jointly when the Second Term Senate took up a legislative

initiative entitled „Legal Protection of a Conceived Child“. During the Sixth Term Senate, the National

Economy Committee and the Legislation Committee jointly deliberated the Senate’s legislative initia-

tives regarding transformation of property ownership rights, as well as underwater works.

The committees always work together when there is a break in the sessions of the Senate ordered by the

Senate Speaker to grant time for reflection over amendments to the draft law that was previously

worked on by each committee.

Joint sessions of the Senate committees and their Sejm counterparts do not occur too often although

suggestions for closer co-operation have been made. During the Fifth Term Senate, joint sessions were

held by the Senate and Sejm National Defence Committees and by the Senate and Sejm Foreign Affairs

Committees.

When the Constitution was being prepared, senators and deputies co-operated in the Constitutional

Committee of the National Assembly.

Laws dealt with by committees are additionally sent to the Legislative Office of the Senate’s Chancel-

lery to be consulted.

The basic work of senators sitting on a given committee consists in the preparation of the Senate’s opin-

ion as to the law passed by the Sejm. The committee may suggest that the Senate:

– accept the law unchanged (unamended);

– make some amendments;

– reject the law in whole.

(Fot. A. Krasnowolski)



Resolutions are passed by a majority when there is at least one-third of the committee’s members present.

The Senate’s draft opinion prepared by the committee is presented at the Senate’s session by a sena-

tor-reporter appointed by the committee’s members. His address, delivered at the full Senate session,

should not last longer than 20 minutes. Senators may ask the senator-reporter short questions related to

the work of the committee, while staying in their seats. Then a general debate and a vote take place.

A special procedure is followed when a budgetary law is to be passed. After the law passed by the

Sejm is submitted to the Senate, all the Senate committees work on the law’s relevant parts. The com-

mittees’ opinions are sent to the Budget and Public Finance Committee which prepares a Senate draft

opinion. Senators, based on the opinion of the Budget and Public Finance Committee, must decide, wi-

thin 20 days of the law’s receipt from the Sejm, if they are going to suggest any changes in the law or if

they agree to such contents of the law as passed by the Sejm.

The Senate committees can prepare their own draft laws. A suggestion to prepare a new law may be

submitted to the Senate Speaker by a committee or by a group consisting of at least 10 senators. During

the first reading at the full Senate session senators decide about sending a draft to the relevant committees.

The committees to which a draft has been sent work on it and present their joint report to the Senate.

Legislative activity is a committee’s main, but not only, field of activity. The committee also deals

with „hot“ issues related to its field of activity, attempting to uncover the reasons for the problem and

suggest potential solutions. Guests representing various social, economic and political organisations as

well as representatives of various fields interested in a given matter are invited to take part in the com-

mittee’s sessions.

In Sixth Term Senate such sessions were held by the National Economy Committee and the Emigration

Affairs and Contact with Poles Abroad Committee.

The committees prepare parliamentary debates devoted to topics deemed by the Senate to be particu-

larly important to the life of the country. The first debate of this kind took place at the turn of July and

August, 1989 and related to local governments, the agricultural situation and the health care situation.

The Fourth Term Senate had such a debate concerning 60th anniversary of the Katyñ massacre.

The work scope and procedures of the European Union Affairs Committee, which was established

during the Fifth Term of the Senate after Poland joined the European Union, are different from those

applicable to other Senate committees. In contrast to other committees, the task of the European Affairs

Committee is not to assume position with respect to laws adopted by the Sejm and submitted to the Se-

nate, but to express opinions on European Union legal act drafts submitted to the committee. The com-

mittee also examines work plans of the European Union Council and legislative proposals of the

European Commission, and scrutinizes drafts of international agreements to which the EU is a party as

well as information, guidelines and other documents associated with membership in the European Union.

The Senate committees’ debates are open. This makes it possible for the press, radio and television to

inform the public about committee debates.

Senators who are not members of a given committee are allowed to take part in its sessions, even in the

case of closed sessions. The senators may participate in discussions and table motions, but they cannot

take part in a vote.

Deputies, representatives of the Government and governmental administration are also allowed to take

part in committee sessions.

There are also closed sessions of committees to which guests are not invited. The Sixth Term Senate

had such sessions, e.g. of the National Defence Committee concerning the upgrading the armed forces.

Each committee session is documented. The committee secretary makes minutes of the session signed

by the committee chairman. The minutes are accompanied by a shorthand report, a list of senators pre-

sent, a list of guests invited, all draft resolutions and the final texts of resolutions of the committee.

Dorota Mycielska, September 2000

with later amendments, January 2009


